
 
11/4/2020 
 
Chair Ellen Mallory 
Vice Chair Ramiro Maldonado 
Commissioner John Ebneter 
Commissioner Mike Etheridge 
Commissioner Margaret Williams 
 
City of San Mateo 
330 West 10th Avenue 
San Mateo, CA 94403 
 
Re: Support - Peninsula Heights 
 
Dear Chair Mallory and Members of the San Mateo Planning Commission: 

On behalf of the ​Housing Leadership Council of San Mateo County (HLC) ​, I am writing to 
express our support for the Peninsula Heights proposal. We work with communities and their 
leaders to create and preserve quality affordable homes. With the opportunity to turn 
underutilized office space into more homes, the Peninsula Heights proposal has our full support. 

We urge the San Mateo Planning Commission to support the approval of the Peninsula 
Heights proposal in order to meet the urgent need for homes. ​ By approving this application, 
the Planning Commission will further a vision of an inclusive, equitable, and sustainable future 
for the City of San Mateo, where all individuals can have access to an affordable place they can 
call home. 

We are pleased to see the Peninsula Heights proposal provide both market-rate and affordable 
for-sale townhomes. Earlier last year we hosted a meeting for several residents of San Mateo, to 
give us feedback on the Peninsula Heights proposal. The result was great support and excitement 
for these much needed homes. Each of them is excited to see more community members in the 
City they call home. By moving this proposal forward, the City of San Mateo can provide 
comfort and space for San Mateo workers and residents to rest their head at night. Thank you all 
you’ve done and continue to do for affordable housing in the City of San Mateo. 
 

Sincerely, 
 
 
Alexander Melendrez, Digital Organizer 

Housing Leadership Council of San Mateo County 
 



 

 

San Mateo City Council 

330 West 20th Avenue 

San Mateo, CA 94403 

 

November 5, 2020 

 

RE: Support for Peninsula Heights Project 

Dear Planning Commission: 

YIMBY Action is pleased to support the proposed Peninsula Heights project at 2988, 

2800, 2755, and 2655 Campus Drive in San Mateo. This project would offer 290 units 

of housing, 29 of which are below-market-rate. This project will help address our 

staggering regionwide housing shortage. In particular, it would add more housing 

and welcome more neighbors into an opportunity-rich neighborhood that offers 

access to job centers, shopping centers, and public transportation. 

YIMBY Action is a network of pro-housing activists fighting for more inclusive housing 

policies. Our vision is an integrated society where every person has access to a safe, 

affordable home near jobs, services, and opportunity. 

The Bay Area’s severe housing shortage is causing skyrocketing homelessness and 

poverty, crippling our economy, and leading to debilitating commutes that 

exacerbate our global climate crisis. These impacts fall disproportionately on our 

region’s low-income workers and families, and disproportionately deny communities 
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YIMBY Action advocates for welcoming communities where  
everyone can thrive. 

yimbyaction.org 

 



 

of color access to opportunity. This project will help address the housing shortage, 

help advance racial justice, and ensure a welcoming Bay Area where everyone can 

thrive. 

Best regards, 

Laura Foote 

YIMBY Action, Executive Director 

 

 
 

YIMBY Action advocates for welcoming communities where  
everyone can thrive. 

yimbyaction.org 
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* PRIVILEGE AND CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This message, together with any attachments, is intended only for the 
use of the individual or entity to which it is addressed. It may contain information that is confidential and prohibited from 
disclosure. If you are not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any dissemination or copying of this message 
or any attachment is strictly prohibited. If you have received this message in error, please notify the original sender 
immediately by telephone or by return e-mail and delete this message along with any attachments from your computer. 
Thank you.  
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Rendell Bustos

From: David Lintott 
Sent: Tuesday, November 17, 2020 10:24 AM
To: Rendell Bustos
Subject: PA-2020-012 Peninsula Heights

I live at   a 53‐unit condo building overlooking the canyon and 2 of the office building spots that 
are proposed for demolition of the existing buildings and constuction of town homes.  I am concerned about 
the following aspects of the project: 
 
1)  Light and noise pollution from the proposed roof gardens.  I understand there will be about 150 units built 
directly opposite me with their roofs almost on the same level as my unit.  I'm wondering if I'll have to install 
double‐glazing in all my windows.  I 
 
2) Destruction of so many heritage trees. 
 
I think the above will adversely affect the value of my unit and all units of our building which face north, which 
at the moment have a nice view (about 18 units) plus some on the northeast side.  This view also might be 
more obscured in the future because of the height of the proposed town homes.  I believe the last public 
meeting mentioned a height limit of about 35 feet but I now see it is almost 48 feet, which is getting up 
towards a five‐story building. 
 
I also am concerned in a general way about the access to the public paths and parks in the development.  Who 
will maintain them and provide security?  We have a private driveway that overlooks the bay and that attracts 
unwanted visitors, including drug users.  Having a gate has been considered but this is prohibitively expensive 
for us at this time.  I wonder if prospective HOA members realize the problems and expenses that might arise 
from these attractive paths and overlooks.  Or if the city is responsible, this will be an added expense for the 
city budget to police and maintain. 
 
Another issue that doesn't directly affect me but seems worrisome is the parking plan.  I understand each unit 
will have a 2‐car garage and there will be one visitor spot for each 5 units.  I think this is unrealistic as there is 
no parking on Campus Drive and the nearest bus stop is over the freeway and part way up West Hillsdale 
Blvd., quite a hike uphill. The shuttle services are very limited in their hours and probably don't work on the 
weekends.  This planned development is definitely not well supplied with public transportation nor with 
parking opportunities. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Jane Lintott 
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Rendell Bustos

From: David Lintott 
Sent: Wednesday, November 18, 2020 9:03 AM
To: Rendell Bustos
Subject: PA-2020-012 Peninsula Heights

Dear Mr. Bustos, 
 
Thank you for your quick response to my comments.  I understand that the official city requirements for 
parking have been met but was commenting from a common sense view of the situation considering the lack 
of nearby adequate public transportation. 
 
Re the official noise report, I don't know what methodology they used but at the moment the only noise I hear 
comes from deer in the canyon.  There is never any noise from the 3‐story office building opposite me (which I 
believe will not be demolished).  Very rarely someone, probably a teenager,  will go tearing around the usually 
empty parking lots below me in the early evening.  When there are 150 plus homes with residents living in the 
canyon 24/7 I do think the noise level will be somewhat higher! 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Jane Lintott 



 

  
 

 

November 18th , 2020 
 
City of San Mateo 
330 West 10th Avenue 
San Mateo, CA 94403 
 
Chair Commissioner Ellen Mallory 
Vice-Chair Commissioner Ramiro Maldonado 
Commissioner John Ebneter 
Commissioner Mike Etheridge 
Commissioner Margaret Williams 
 
Members of the San Mateo Planning Commission, 
 

The Bay Area Housing Advocacy Coalition (BayHAC) is officially in support of the 
proposed project at 2988, 2800, 2755, and 2655 Campus Drive, San Mateo, CA 94133, 
Peninsula Heights. After an extensive presentation from the project sponsor, Harvest Properties 
Inc, BayHAC considers the proposed project a strong addition of well-designed, well-located, 
necessary new homes at all levels of affordability.  
 

Across the Bay Area, long-time residents and newcomers alike face an acute housing 
shortage, which has driven up prices and dragged down affordability. While no single project 
can solve this shortage, 290 new housing units go a long way toward creating enough quality 
homes for San Mateo and Bay Area residents. In addition, the project proposes a more 
family-friendly mix of homes with 66 2-bedroom units, 122 3-bedroom units, and 102 4-bedroom 
units. This project will also offer 29 onsite BMRs in the 290 total.  
 

Given that emissions from personal automobiles account for approximately 25% of 
carbon emissions in California, encouraging transit ridership is paramount in achieving our 
regional sustainability goals. This property is well-located to help achieve this goal, as there is a 
Caltrain shuttle that connects Downtown San Mateo and the existing offices, which gets 
residents out of their cars, and decreases vehicle miles traveled. In addition, the project 
sponsors have spoken to the Executive Director at Commute.org, who communicated that the 
shuttle currently operates below capacity and that by adding residential density along the route, 
it would better optimize the shuttle. Thus, new residential developments like Peninsula Heights 
would actually benefit the Caltrain shuttle system in this regard. While we would have liked to 
have seen more homes and less parking, more innovative alternatives to driving, and a more 
well- integrated streetscape and open space plan, the BayHAC recognizes the unique 
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Rendell Bustos

From: Steffany Lee 
Sent: Monday, November 30, 2020 11:28 PM
To: Rendell Bustos
Cc: Zac Lee
Subject: PA20-012-Peninsula Plans public comment

Dear Mr. Bustos, 
My family and I live at  . My understanding that proposal PA20‐012 includes 
opening up the connection at 26th Ave and Campus Dr to non‐emergency traffic. We object to this for several reasons. 
 
As a homeowner we would be negatively impacted in several ways: 

 Increased traffic ‐ We are concerned that there will be increased level of traffic of cars cutting through our 
neighborhood 

 Risk to children ‐ As parents of young children, I'm concerned through traffic will increase the risk to their safety
 Decrease in housing value ‐ If through traffic increases, our home value will be negatively impacted. 

We will attend the public hearing on 12/8 but want to ensure that you have our concerns documented. 
Thanks, 
Steffany & Zac Lee 
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Rendell Bustos

From: LAURA DUNCAN 
Sent: Tuesday, December 1, 2020 8:10 PM
To: Rendell Bustos
Subject: Peninsula Heights  Concern- Permission to Speak about Fire Lane Gate Sign

Hello Mr. Bustos, 
 
My name is Laura Duncan.  I grew up in San Mateo and currently  live at    One of the main reasons we 
bought our home in this location was for the peace and tranquility of our street.  
 
I have concerns that the Peninsula Heights Development, with 290 large, mostly 3‐4 bedroom townhomes, is going to 
have an overflow effect of congestion and traffic into our lower area. I fear it could even make our narrow streets 
become a frontage road of sorts for 92 during commutes and backups…  many of my neighbors have similar concerns. 
 
I know that the fire lane connecting Campus Drive and 26th is currently slated to remain closed with only emergency 
exceptions. 
   
Over the years, opening of the gate to cross traffic has come up…. Once hundreds of new residents move in, it will surely 
come up again.  The current city planning commission members, city employees, and the developer may not still be here 
to keep their part of this agreement, but many of my friends and neighbors hope to be! 
 
I would like to ask that the city and developer publicly commit to the promise of not opening the fire lane.  I would like 
to seek a sign stating that promise posted on or by the gate.  I would like the city of San Mateo to honor its current 
residents wishes, as well as welcoming new neighbors. Unlike the new homeowners, we have been good citizens of San 
Mateo for a long time, paying taxes and often volunteering for the benefit of others… we are a very nice bunch! 
 
I would like to make this request for a sign of promise at the December 8th meeting. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Laura Duncan 
Art Teacher at Meadow Heights Elementary Hillsdale High School Music Boosters President 
 
 
 




